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LEGION OFFICERS 

Commander – George Copfer 
1st Vice – Hal Miller 
2nd Vice – Vacant 

Asst 2nd Vice - Vacant 
Adjutant – Chuck Knaub 
Asst Adjutant - Vacant 

Finance Officer – Chris Steiner 
Asst Finance Officer – Vacant 

Sgt-at-Arms – Paul Moyer 
Asst. Sgt-at-Arms – Vacant 

Chaplain – Roger Sloan 
Service Officer – George Copfer 

Historian – Vacant 
Judge Advocate – Hank Long 
Public Relations – Hal Miller 

TRUSTEES 
Pete Banner 
Tom Deibler 
Fred Funke 

Jackie Grody 
Ross Hamilton 

Roger Lambalot 
Colin Morrow 

 
SAL OFFICERS 

Commander – Charles McKenzie  
1st Vice Cmdr – Dick Syx 

2nd Vice Cmdr – Robert Marsh 
Finance Officer – Jeff Keiter 

Adjutant – Butch Crowell 
Sgt-at-Arms – J.C. Campbell 

Chaplain – Vacant 
Historian - Vacant 

Advisor – Dave Rust 

 
AUXILIARY OFFICERS 

President – Shirley Kaiser 
1st Vice – Sharon Dotterer 

2nd Vice – Terry Enser 
Secretary – Refugia Bowen 

Treasurer – Pat Drake 
Chaplain –Ruth Biteman 

Sgt-at-Arms- Lois Blomquist 

COMMANDER’S (George Copfer) 

This is my last newsletter article as your Commander.  These past few 
years have been very trying times for your Post and many hard decisions 
had to be made; and only through the diligence of dedicated members 
have we been able to overcome some of these difficulties.  We are not 
out of the woods by any means and challenges still remain.  I urge each 
of you to support the incoming officers of your Post and to re-dedicate 
yourselves in your efforts to keep this Post a viable member of the 
Legion family and a continuing valuable asset for the community. 

I appreciate very much the time and effort given by our volunteers over 
the past years to assist your Post in meeting its many objectives with the 
various Legion programs as well as the numerous contributions we have 
made to the community.  Thanks to the Auxiliary Unit 526 and the SAL 
Detachment 526 for their unselfish assistance during the past years.  To 
EVERYONE - SINCERE THANKS!!!!!!!! 

SERVICE OFFICER: 

In 1996, the Veterans Benefits Improvement Act (PL 104-275) gave 
veterans' spouses the right to keep their partners' final month of benefits.  
What appears to be the problematic part if that VA's system was never 
updated.  As a result, many surviving spouses were either denied the 
final month of payment or asked to send the checks back.  In many 
cases, if the checks were already deposited or spent, the U.S. Treasury 
moved to seize the money directly from their accounts. 

VA is presently stepping up their outreach to reach spouses who may 
have been affected by this VA oversight, and to ensure that they receive 
the proper benefits due to them.  VA is providing a fully staffed phone call 
center, reachable at 1-900-827-1000, to attempt to rectify the situation for 
those affected.  Surviving spouses can call the number and VA will 
immediately begin the process of checking to ensure eligibility and 
delivering payments to those who need it.  If you need any further 
assistance, please contact Service Officer George Copfer at the Legion. 
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Memorial Day:  We will be honoring our fallen veterans on Monday, May 25, 2009 with our annual 
Memorial Day Services.  These services will be conducted at Fairfield Cemetery beginning at 11am.  
Please plan to attend these services and honor those who have gone before us to ensure our country 
remains a free nation.  Following the ceremonies, we will host an open house in the Post Hall.  Please be 
courteous to all our guests and ensure they are first to go through our lunch line following the ceremonies.  
Hope to see you and your family at the services. 

INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS:  There will be a joint Legion/Auxiliary installation of new Officers 
on Monday 8 June 2009 at 6pm.  New Officers for the Legion will be:  COMMANDER:  John Andres, 
FINANCE OFFICER:  Chris Steiner, SGT-AT-ARMS:  Paul Moyer.   

TRUSTEES:  George Copfer, Fred Funke, Roger Lambalot, Hank Long, Colin Morrow, Paul Mussilino. 

Appointments for vacant Legion position/committees will be recommended by the incoming commander 
at his first Executive/Membership meeting.  Please plan to attend the Joint Installations to show your 
support for the new officers.   

New Officers for the Auxiliary will be announced at a later date.   

2nd VICE COMMANDER’S (Hal Miller) 

Auxiliary Post 526 is helping us with raising money.  You can call it the Post Mortgage Bake Sale or the 
Mortgage Bake Sale.  The Auxiliary will be calling homes of Post members for donations of bake goods.  
The Auxiliary will sell the goods between 11:00 am - 12:30 pm during Tacos on the fourth Friday of each 
month and in the lounge that evening (5-8pm) when we have the grill open.  All proceeds from the bake 
sale go to the mortgage fund.  

We'll be doing it the fourth Friday of each month unless Tacos and/or the evening grill is cancelled that 
month. 

We need help to start “Steak Night”.  Please contact me. 

MEMBERSHIP (Fred Jones) 

Thanks to everyone who has renewed their Membership for 2009.  As of April 14, 2009, Post 526 has 
1,422 paid members (95% of membership goal) of our 1501(need 79 for quota).  Your dedication and 
continued contribution will help support many worthwhile Legion programs, including Veterans Service 
and Assistance, Boys State, Community Service, Americanism and Children and Youth Programs.  Our 
programs are supported by our membership dues and donations.  In addition we could use your support 
in helping our organization grow.  If you know a veteran that is eligible to join, please ask them.  One on 
one contact is still the best tool for reaching veterans and obtaining new members. 

Replacement of the old Department of Veterans Affairs Identification Card 

Veterans with the old and outdated version of the Veterans Identification Card VIC (which displays the 
Social Security Number and the Date of Birth), must replace the card with the new card. Veterans with the 
old card should report to their local VA medical facility to have a new card issued.  Replacing the card will 
help protect veterans from potential identity theft. Help protect your identity. 

Tax rates change for retirees, annuitants 

Retirees and annuitants may see a change in the amount of money they receive May 1 thanks to a new 
tax credit, Public Law 111-05.  The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, was signed into 
law by President on Feb. 17.  This act authorized a tax credit for most workers including recipients of 
retired and annuity pay, and will reduce federal withholding tax rates.  These new federal tax rates were 
in place April 1 for the retired and annuity pay due May 1.  The new tables can be found at 
www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/n1036.pdf.  People wanting to adjust their federal tax withholding after this tax 
credit takes effect must submit a new Form W-4P. This form is available at www.irs.gov/pub/irs-
pdf/fw4p.pdf.  

Mail a completed Form W-4P to:  U. S. Military Retired Pay, P.O. Box 7130, London, KY 40742-7130; fax 
it to (800) 469-6559; or make the adjustment through an active myPay account online at  
mypay.dfas.mil/mypay.aspx. 

http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/n1036.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw4p.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw4p.pdf
http://mypay.dfas.mil/mypay.aspx
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CHAPLAIN (Roger Sloan) 

"When I was a lad one of my favorite past times was to walk the railroad tracks with my friends.  We 
would often step upon the rails and see who could walk the farthest without losing your balance. 

One day my friend and I were side by side on opposite rails.  In balancing ourselves, we flung out our 
arms at the same time and discovered that if we clasped hands, we could walk along more easily and 
securely. 

Years later I watched people who seemed to lose their balance in life.  In acquiring possessions, some 
people became greedy and selfish.  In misfortune, others became bitter and resentful. 

Then it hit me:  On the road through life, we keep our balance better as we meet the challenge when we 
reach out to help the other fellow keep his balance too. 

In seeking to serve, we must depend on each other for strength.  We are not strong enough to do it alone. 

The American Legion, our organization, depends on ALL of us as we keep the balance and meet the 
challenges. 

Let us always remember that what is valuable is not WHAT you have in your life, but WHO you have in 
your life, and thank God we have each other."  (DAV Magazine, Jan/Feb 2009) 

To those who have lost a loved one, our deepest sympathy.  To those who are/have been ill, we wish you 
a speedy recovery and hope to see you at the Post real soon. 

 
SAL COMMANDER’S (Eliot Jensen) 

With installations completed, the new officers for 2010 are as follows: 

Commander, Charles McKenzie Jr.; 1st Vice, Dick Syx; 2nd Vice, Robert Marsh; Finance, Jeff Keiter.  
The remaining officers are listed on the newsletter cover page. 

The year's Forty & Eight convention will be held in Fairborn, June 27th at the Wright-Patterson Hotel and 
several volunteers are needed to make this event a success.  If interested, please contact one of the SAL 
officers or Squadron trustees.  All help is greatly appreciated. 

We've began accepting membership dues and new applications for 2010.  The renewal and new 
membership dues are $25 for adults and $10 for seventeen and under. 

   
NEWSLETTER EDITOR’S (Jackie Grody) 

Changing With The Times – YOU MUST NOTIFY US! 
In today’s economic climate, we need to cut expenses while still providing the most up to date information 
and service you’ve come to enjoy and expect from us.   

As mentioned in all the newsletters for the past year – we have had a very difficult time coming up with 
the cost to continue to fund the newsletter.  I have been reporting for the last two or three newsletters we 
have been discussing how to rectify this expense and situation.  Well we have decided on this method 
first to see if that helps. 

If you wish to continue to receive a paper copy of the newsletter please mail to us your name, 
address, phone number, and membership number.  Members who live in Fairborn we are 
encouraging you to pick up a paper copy at the Post if you don’t have email or internet capability. 

If we do not receive notice from you – then we will assume you wish to get the newsletter via email or 
from our website at http://legion526.com.   

http://legion526.com/
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This will help us to save a significant amount of $$ for printing and postage.  As an example – this 
newsletter mailing cost us $400 for postage alone – obviously that doesn’t include the printing cost.  We 
are still trying to figure out how to come up with that money at the time of this writing – hopefully you will 
receive this.  As you can see – spending roughly $700 – $900 every newsletter would be a significant 
savings.  We apologize for things having come to this but we all know it certainly is a sign of the times 
and economic turmoil we are facing.  We hope you understand and continue to support the Legion and 
your Post. 

  HELP US BURN THE MORTGAGE PROGRAM 

In the Jul/Aug 08 newsletter, we advised that you may make memorial contributions for yourself or a 
loved one for permanent posting in the foyer of our hall.  We have included a form you may use to either 
donate or have a memorial remembrance or any other purposes you wish.  Just complete the form, 
enclose a check for at least $100 and mail or drop off at the Post during one of your visits.  We wish to 
thank those who have already helped us in these efforts.  Please consider adding your name to this list. 

Name: (as you wish listed):  _______________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

City:  ___________________________ State: ______ Zip Code: ________ 

Phone number: _______________________ Cell: ________________________ 

Email Address: _________________________________________________________ 

I would like to support the below function: 

Post Building Fund _________ 

Mortgage Fund ________ 

Other _________________________________________________________________ 

Amount enclosed:  $_______________ 

Is your donation being made in memory or in honor of someone special?  If so, please 
complete the following: 

In Memory of:  __________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of:  ___________________________________________________________ 

Received by:  _______________________________ Date:  _____________________ 

 

LOUNGE MANAGER (Rhonda Colwell) 

  EXCITING NEWS – we have a digital jukebox now.  Because $$ is tight and we can’t have as 
much entertainment we will be having free jukebox night periodically.  Having this jukebox didn’t cost us a 
thing which is the best part ever – all we need is for folks to come in and play it and enjoy it.  Forget the 
same old songs we had on the older jukebox – you can get any song you want anytime – how awesome 
is that!!!! 
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  Legion Fish Dinner Friday 8 May and 12 Jun.  Please don’t forget about the 3rd Friday of every 
month is SAL pizza night and the 4th Friday of every month is Auxiliary’s turn with grill or spaghetti or 
whatever fancies them to make. 

Aluminum cans may be turned in at the Post for recycling. 

 
See the calendar or the website (http://www.legion526.com) under “Current Events” – both on that 
webpage and/or click the “calendar” icon on the webpage.   

THIRD DISTRICT GOLF TOURNAMENT:  The Gerald (Jerry) Moore Memorial Annual Golf 
Tournament will be held on Saturday 30 May 2009 at Sugar Isle Golf Course in New Carlisle.  
Registration at 7:30am with Shotgun starting at 8am.  Cost is $60/person.  Tournament is open to ALL 
Legion, Auxiliary, and SAL members and is limited to the first 30 teams.  Deadline for entries is 17 May 
2009.  Entry forms available a the post, see the bartender in the lounge. 

   MOTHER/DAUGHTER BANQUET:  Please plan to attend our Annual Banquet, May 4th, 2009.  
Cost $5 and the menu is Salisbury Steak, Scallop Potatoes, Corn, Salad, Roll, Dessert.  Sign up required. 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.legion526.com/
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Puckett’s – Post Members receive 10% discount 







 

 

 
May – June 2009  2009 

  
President’s Message: Shirley Kaiser says…Well, spring has arrived…and left…and 
arrived…and left…and arrived. Hopefully, it will be here to stay pretty soon. Cabin fever is 
surely getting to all of us.   

President’s Message: Shirley Kaiser says…Well, spring has arrived…and left…and 
arrived…and left…and arrived. Hopefully, it will be here to stay pretty soon. Cabin fever is 
surely getting to all of us.   
Some reminders:  Some reminders:  

thMother/Daughter banquet  is May 4 , 2009 @ 6:00 PM. We’ll crown our new Miss Poppy and have 
a wonderful dinner.   
Mother/Daughter banquet  is May 4th

Sharon Dotterer’s famous spaghetti and meatball dinner Friday, May 22, 2009 from 5:00 to7:30 
pm.  Cost will be $5.00 per person. 
Sharon Dotterer’s famous spaghetti and meatball dinner Friday, May 22, 2009 from 5:00 to7:30 
pm.  Cost will be $5.00 per person. 

, 2009 @ 6:00 PM. We’ll crown our new Miss Poppy and have 
a wonderful dinner.   

Auxiliary Friday Night Grill:  The kitchen will be open from 5:00 to 8:00 PM on Friday, June 26, 
2009. 
Auxiliary Friday Night Grill:  The kitchen will be open from 5:00 to 8:00 PM on Friday, June 26, 
2009. 
Friday Bake Sales: These are the first Friday of each month during Tacos from 11:00 AM to 12:30 
PM. Proceeds from the May Bake Sale will go to The Dayton National Cemetery Support Committee 
to replace the chain link fence with wrought iron ornamental fencing that is around most of the 
cemetery. The proceeds from the June Bake Sale will go to Honor Flight that flies World War II 
veterans to DC to see their memorial. 

Friday Bake Sales: These are the first Friday of each month during Tacos from 11:00 AM to 12:30 
PM. Proceeds from the May Bake Sale will go to The Dayton National Cemetery Support Committee 
to replace the chain link fence with wrought iron ornamental fencing that is around most of the 
cemetery. The proceeds from the June Bake Sale will go to Honor Flight that flies World War II 
veterans to DC to see their memorial. 
Membership Alert: It is in our Standing Rules that anyone 70 years or older and has at least 10 
years continuous membership will receive a life membership at our October General Membership 
Meeting. The applications do not ask for birth dates so we don’t have that information. If you would 
like us to put your birth date on our records so we can keep track we will happy to do so. We will not 
give this information out. We will remind you when you should be there for the presentation. Please 
advise Sharon Dotterer @ 879-2275. She also needs to know if you have had a change of address, 

Membership Alert: It is in our Standing Rules that anyone 70 years or older and has at least 10 
years continuous membership will receive a life membership at our October General Membership 
Meeting. The applications do not ask for birth dates so we don’t have that information. If you would 
like us to put your birth date on our records so we can keep track we will happy to do so. We will not 
give this information out. We will remind you when you should be there for the presentation. Please 
advise Sharon Dotterer @ 879-2275. She also needs to know if you have had a change of address, 
phone number, cell phone number, and if you are remarried, your new last name.  This is important 
so our records can be updated.   
Anyone missing?  Why yes--we have not seen our new and old Auxiliary members in quite a while. 
We need you and your new ideas and opinions as members of Unit 526 Auxiliary to put a new zing 
for spring at our Auxiliary meetings.  S-o-o-o-o-o-o-o…come to our general membership meetings 
that are the 3rd Monday of each month at 6:30 pm.  You will be welcomed with open arms.  Hope to 
see you all there.   
Election of Officers for 2009-2010: Election will be held at our General Membership Meeting in 
May. As per our By Laws, the slate of officers is presented at the April General Membership Meeting 
with nominations from the floor. Therefore, candidates cannot be printed in this letter. 
Food Bank: According to the nice people over at the Food Bank on Broad St., May, June and July 
are the months they have the most trouble getting donations. We will again have boxes at the Post 
to collect donations of non-perishable food items from the 1st to the 15th of May, June and July. 
Great American Bake Sale: It was a HUGE success again this year. We want to thank those that 
donated bake goods, those that bought and those that gave monetary donations. We raised $238.00 
to help feed hungry children in our country. We are very grateful to all of you. 
Donations for VA Hospital: We will gladly accept donations of clothing (particularly T-Shirt and 
undergarments – all sizes) and full size toiletry items to be given to the patients. Some of these 
patients are there for a long time and have to rely on the kindness of others for some of the simple 
everyday items. 
Community Service Volunteer Appreciation Dinner:  We will again have an appreciation dinner 
for those In the Legion, Auxiliary or SAL that have given of their time or donations to help support our 
community, our children & youth and our veterans. Please join us @ the Post on May 16th, 2009 @ 
6:00pm for dinner and to socialize. 
 
 

If you have questions or comments, or would like to help with a project, please contact us at 
aux526@yahoo.com or drop a note to ALA Unit 526, P.O. Box 168, Fairborn, OH 45324.  We’ll get back 
with you as soon as possible. If you would like a phone call be sure to include your phone number.  



 

 

 

  
POST/UNIT 526 

Howard L. Heinback Joe Phillips Paul Hardin Conrad Shuster 

Basil Shively Forest Gall Ruth Marilyn Myles Robert E. Gwinn 

Gordon K. Beard Robert T. Arnold   
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